June 18, 2015

| oppose this bill strongly because by re-
pealing IPAB before it has a chance to work,
the bill would eliminate an important safeguard
that will help reduce the rate of Medicare cost
growth responsibly while protecting Medicare
beneficiaries.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1190 is nothing but an-
other attempt, in a long line of House Repub-
lican efforts to undermine both the Medicare
guarantee and the Affordable Care Act.

Repealing IPAB cost over $7 billion during
the course of a ten year period according to
the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).

Republicans have chosen to pay for the
cost of this repeal with cuts to the ACA’s Pre-
vention and Public Health Fund.

This fund has invested nearly $5.25 billion
into programs that support a number of public
health initiatives, including obesity prevention
and childhood immunization.

It has been used to increase awareness of
and access to preventive health services and
reduce tobacco use—concentrating on the
causes of chronic disease to help more Ameri-
cans stay healthy.

Eliminating these funds in the name of dam-
aging the sustainability of Medicare is a two-
pronged attack on our nation’s public health.

After more than five years under the Afford-
able Care Act, 16.4 million Americans have
gained health coverage; up to 129 million peo-
ple who could have otherwise been denied or
faced discrimination now have access to cov-
erage.

Mr. Speaker, given the real challenges fac-
ing our nation, it is irresponsible for the Re-
publican majority to continue bringing to the
floor bills that have no chance of becoming
law and would harm millions of Americans if
they were to be enacted.

House Republicans have tried 58 times to
undermine the Affordable Care Act, which has
enabled more than 16 million previously unin-
sured Americans to know the peace of mind
that comes from having access to affordable,
accessible, high quality health care.

Their record to date is 0-58; it will soon be
0-59 because the President has announced
that he will veto this bill if it makes it to his
desk.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to look at
the facts before prematurely repealing sec-
tions of the ACA that have significant negative
impacts on Americans currently insured.

The Independent Payment Advisory Board
recommends to Congress policies that reduce
the rate of Medicare growth and help Medi-
care provide better care at lower costs.

IPAB has been highlighted by the non-par-
tisan CBO, economists, and health policy ex-
perts as contributing to Medicare’s long-term
sustainability.

The Board is already prohibited from recom-
mending changes to Medicare that ration
health care, restrict benefits, modify eligibility,
increase cost sharing, or raise premiums or
revenues.

Under current law, the Congress retains the
authority to modify, reject, or enhance IPAB
recommendations to strengthen Medicare, and
IPAB recommendations would take effect only
if the Congress does not act to slow Medicare
cost growth.

Despite the Supreme Court’s upholding of
the law’s constitutionality, the reelection of
President Obama, and Speaker JOHN BOEH-
NER’s declaration that: “Obamacare is the law
of the land,” Republicans refuse to stop wast-
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ing time and taxpayer money in their effort to
take away the patient protections and benefits
of the Affordable Care Act.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that we stop wasting our
time in taking away healthcare protections and
benefits and work to ensure that we support
the current law.

A law that is providing access to an industry
once denied to so many Americans and now
supports millions.

| urge my colleagues to join me in voting
against H.R. 1190.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 319,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

REPEAL THE MEDICAL DEVICE
TAX

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, Maine
is home to the most skilled wood-
workers on Earth, but ObamaCare’s
medical device tax is killing our jobs.

Hardwood Products and Puritan com-
panies in Guilford have been family-
run businesses for nearly 100 years. 450
hard-working Mainers produce 3.5 mil-
lion popsicle sticks per day. The com-
pany also manufactures more tongue
depressors and medical swabs than any
other business in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Its only competitor is located
in China.

Puritan Company pays nearly $250,000
per year in medical device tax. As a re-
sult, they can’t afford to buy new
equipment to manufacture new med-
ical products or hire more workers.

It is not right for this ObamaCare tax
to export our manufacturing jobs to
China. It is not right for this punitive
tax to smother innovation that helps
Americans enjoy longer and healthier
lives.

Today, let’s all band together, Re-
publicans and Democrats here in the
House, to deep-six this horrible tax.

———
[ 1400
COMMEMORATING THE 150TH
ANNIVERSARY OF JUNETEENTH

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of Juneteenth, the oldest cele-
bration honoring the end of slavery in
Texas and in the U.S.

In Texas, the observance of June 19
as Emancipation Day for Blacks has
spread across the United States and be-
yond as a symbol of freedom and oppor-
tunity that reflects how far we have
come as a nation.

Mr. Speaker, as Texas commemo-
rates Juneteenth, I want to take just a
little time here to acknowledge a few
of the public celebrations that will
take place in the congressional district
that I represent.

In Grand Prairie, in the very proud
Dalworth community at Tyre Park,
they are going to celebrate the holiday
with a fish fry and live music on
Juneteenth. Also, in the city of Fort
Worth, there will be a Juneteenth pa-
rade and celebration, and there will be
a gathering at the Fort Worth Water
Gardens in downtown Fort Worth.

I also want to acknowledge my good
friend, Opal Lee, who has worked very
hard to bring so much recognition of
Juneteenth around the city of Fort
Worth, the State, and the Nation as
well.

As we mark 150 years celebrating
Juneteenth, let us commemorate a new
era of achievements in the Black com-
munity giving us all a chance to reflect
on our roots and an opportunity to edu-
cate the next generation about such a
historic day.

———

PROTECTING SENIORS’ ACCESS TO
MEDICARE ACT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1190, the Pro-
tecting Seniors’ Access to Medicare
Act, which repeals ObamaCare’s arbi-
trary Independent Payment Advisory
Board, known as IPAB.

One of the most concerning and
equally troubling aspects of
ObamaCare is its unprecedented shift
of power to Washington bureaucrats.
The Independent Payment Advisory
Board is no exception to that. Entrust-
ing 15 wunelected bureaucrats with
across-the-board power to reduce Medi-
care spending and decide which treat-
ments are determined necessary only
serves to jeopardize access to quality
care for our seniors.

We know by now that one-size-fits-all
solutions coming from D.C. will not fix
our healthcare system. Instead, we
should focus on advancing well
thought-out, long-term solutions to
make Medicare more sustainable so we
can protect access to care now and for
future generations.

This bill brings us one step closer to
getting Washington out of the way and
putting Americans back in charge of
their healthcare decisions.
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